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Playwright/Cast	
	

	

	
John	 Aitken	 is	 a	 physical	 actor,	 carver,	
film-maker,	 photographer	 and	 educator.	
John	 identifies	 as	 “First	 Nations”	 with	 a	
mixed	ancestry	of	Coast	Salish,	Haida	and	
Scottish.	
	
John	 has	 a	 rich	 background	 in	 the	
performing	 arts,	 including	 dance,	 acting	
and	 film	 production.	 He	 is	 also	 a	 prolific	
self-taught	wood	carver,	working	within		
Coast	 Salish	 traditional	 styles	 as	 well	 as	
exploring	his	own	contemporary	style.	
	
As	 a	 dancer,	 he	 has	 been	 a	 member	 of	
stages	 dance	 company	 in	Victoria	BC.	He	
has	 also	 danced	 and	 performed	
extensively	with	renowned	contemporary	
dancer	 and	 choreographer,	 Lynda	 Raino,	
of	Victoria,	BC	
	
A	 chance	 conversation	 on	 a	 trip	 to	
Vancouver,	 on	 BC	 Ferries	 with	 Gail	
Noonan	in	2010	where	I	mentioned	that	I	
didn’t	speak	until	I	was	18	years	old,	was	
the	 beginning	 of	 the	 journey	 to	 create	 a	
piece	of	theatre	to	tell	my	story.	With	the	
support	of	the	Canada	Council	for	the	Arts	
through	a	DSATO	grant	and	the	backing	of	
Kim	 Selody	 and	 Presentation	 House	
Theatre	 the	 development	 of	 this	
performance	was	made	possible.		
	
for	more	information	on	John	Aitken	
please	visit	the	website	at	
www.truthandhealing.com	
	
	



	
	

Shelley	MacDonald	
Cast	

	

	

	
Shelley	is	an	award	winning	performing	
artist,	educator,	and	filmmaker	who	is	
of	Mi’kmaq(	“Ugpi'Ganjig,”		Eel	River,	New	
Brunswick)	and	Scottish	Ancestry.	She	
has	over	20	years	of	experience	as	an	
artist/educator	and	has	partnered	with	
different	school	districts,	universities,	
artists,	Elders,	television	networks,	film	
productions	and	community	organization	
across	Canada	creating	meaningful	arts	
and	culture	programming	that	focuses	on	
social	justice	issues	to	help	create	
systemic	change.	
	
In	her	current	role	as	the	First	Nations,	
Métis,	and	Inuit	National	program	Leader	
for	the	Royal	Conservatory’s	Learning	
Through	The	Arts	Program(	
www.indigenousartists.ca)	Shelley	has	
been	focused	on	mentoring	Indigenous	
artists	and	teachers	on	collaborative	
learning	strategies	in	the	classroom	to	
help	bring	the	school	curriculum	alive	
with	Indigenous	Perspectives.			
	
She	has	appeared	on	the	television	series,	
Cold	Squad	and	Master’s	of	Science	
Fiction.		She	won	Best	Actor	in	BC’s	Reel	
Fast	48	hr	film	festival	and	has	received	
the	Keith	Prevost	award	from	the	Cold	
Reading	Series	for	her	Community	Arts	
projects.		She	most	recently	appeared	in	
Surrounded	by	Owls	Upcoming	
Production	of	“The	Gift	with	BC	Coast	
Salish	Artist	John	Aitken	and	will	be	
performing	it	again	at	the	Victoria	Fringe	
Festival	in	August	2017,as	well	as	for	
Graffiti	Theatre	on	Salt	Spring	Island.	
	



	
	

Gail	Noonan	
Playwright	

	

	

	
A	childhood	spent	in	rural	Nova	Scotia	
prompted	the	decision	to	live	the	next	
phase	of	my	life	in	as	different	an	
environment	as	possible.	Winnipeg,	a	city	
of	on	the	prairies	was	the	polar	opposite	
of	a	small	east	coast	village.	Polar	in	more	
ways	than	one	the	the	city	was	culturally	
alive	and	the	University	of	Manitoba	had	a	
vibrant	art	school.	After	sampling	most	ot	
the	disciplines	I	eventually	focused	on	
printmaking	and	continued	to	make	
etchings	and	exhibit	in	Winnipeg	for	
another	seven	years	after	finishing	my	
studies.	I	continued	my	slow	westward	
migration	with	a	move	to	Vancouver.	A	
change	of	location	prompted	a	change	of	
media	so	I	returned	to	art	school	to	study	
film	animation	for	two	years	at	Emily	Carr	
College	of	Art	and	Design.	I	think	of	it	as	
more	of	a	lateral	transfer	since	my	prints	
always	had	a	strong	sense	of	story	and	
implied	movement.	My	graduating	film	
“Play	Ball!”,	won	a	Golden	Sheaf	Award	at	
the	Yorkton	Film	Festival	in	
Saskatchewan	which	encouraged	me	to	
continue	to	make	my	own	films.	My	last	
“Westward	Ho!”	was	a	move	to	Mayne	
Island,	part	of	the	Southern	Gulf	
acrchipelago	off	the	coast	of	Vancouver.	
Strangely	enough	the	locale	is	similar	to	
the	small	coastal	village	where	I	grew	up	
on	the	opposite	side	of	the	country.		
	
for	more	information	on	Gail	Noonan	
please	visit	her	wbsite	at	
www.cartoonan.com	
	



	
	

Kim	Selody	
Mentor	

	

	

	
	
Kim	has	written	and	directed	many	plays	
for	young	audiences	for	companies	like	
Axis	Theatre,	Green	Thumb	Theatre,	
Manitoba	Theatre	for	Young	People,	
Prairie	Theatre	Exchange,	Carousel	
Theatre	and	Dynamo	Theatre	in	Montreal.		
	
From	1991	to	1996,	Kim	served	as	the	
Artistic	Director	of	the	Playwrights	
Theatre	Centre	(formerly	The	New	Play	
Centre).	For	seven	years	he	toured	as	an	
actor	and	writer	with	Axis	Theatre.	He	
has	directed	more	than	50	professional	
productions,	most	being	new	work	by	
Canadian	playwrights.		Kim	was	Artistic	
Director	of	Carousel	Players	in	Ontario	
from	1999	to	2006,	He	spent	5	years	as	a	
Theatre	Officer	for	the	Canada	Council	
until	2011.		
	
Recently	Kim	became	Artistic	Director	of	
Presentation	House	Theatre	in	North	
Vancouver.	
	
For	more	information	about	Presentation	
House	Theatre	please	visit	the	website	at	
www,phtheatre.org	



	
	

Brad	Trenaman	
Lighting	Design	

	

	

	
	
Mr	Trenaman	has	established	himself	as	
one	of	Canada’s	most	versatile	Lighting	
Designers	with	over	150	designs	for	live	
theatre,	dance,	music,	opera,	corporate	
events	and	television.	His	regular	clients	
include	a	wide	range	of	companies	in	
genres	as	diverse	as	modern	dance,	
Theatre	for	Young	Audiences	and	Magic.	
	
Following	a	brief	stint	as	Assistant	
Lighting	Designer	for	the	CBC,	Brad	
helped	found	Radient	Concepts	Inc.	
which,	over	the	course	of	a	decade,	he	
helped	build	into	Canada’s	leading	
manufacturer	of	custom	lighting	
templates	(gobos)	until	he	sold	the	
company	in	2005.	
	
Some	of	Mr.	Trenaman’s	most	recent	
lighting	designs	were	for	“the	Gift”	2016,	
Salmon	Girls	(2017)	and	Redpatch	(2017)	
	
	
For	more	information	on	Brad	Trenaman	
please	visit	the	website	
www.bradtrenaman.wix.com/home#!	
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